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With Flynn plea, Mueller gets 
closer to Trump and Kushner 


BY GREG GORDON, BEN WIEDER 
AND PETER STONE 


McClatchy Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 

Retired Lt. Gen. Michael 
Flynn’s guilty plea Friday signals 
that he already has provided 
federal prosecutors with incrimi- 
nating information about Presi- 
dent Donald Trump or senior 
members of his inner circle, 
marking an explosive turn in the 
investigation into whether 
Trump’s 2016 campaign collab- 
orated in Russia’s election med- 
dling, legal experts said. 


The former national security 
adviser’s plea to a single count of 
lying to FBI agents, and the dis- 
closure that he is cooperating 
with investigators, means Justice 
Department special counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller has secured the inside 
witness he has sought for months 
in his sprawling inquiry. 

Flynn, a former three-star 
Army general, admitted that he 
lied about contacts he had with 
Russia’s U.S. ambassador Sergey 
Ķislyak in the weeks before 
Trump was sworn in as president. 
The disclosure provided evidence 
that Trump’s transition team 


twice sought secretly to under- 
mine U.S. foreign policy decisions 
of President Barack Obama, even 
influencing Russia’s response to 
sanctions Obama imposed in 
retaliation for the Kremlin’s at- 
tempt to tilt the election to 
Trump. 

Flynn’s misrepresentations 
about his phone conversations 
with Kislyak to Vice President 
Mike Pence led to Flynn’s firing 
after just 24 days in office. 

A frequent companion of 
Trump’s during the campaign, 
Flynn could now be a key wit- 
ness against the president if 


Mueller concludes he has legal 
grounds to prosecute him. A key 
aspect of the investigation focus- 
es on whether Trump sought to 
obstruct justice when he fired 
FBI Director James Comey, who 
led the Russia investigation until 
his ouster May 9. Comey testi- 
fied to Congress last June that 
Trump had urged him to drop 
the bureau’s investigation of 
Flynn. 

Legal experts said Flynn’s new 
role as a government witness also 
could raise the legal jeopardy 
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Michael Flynn, right, is the 
highest-profile Donald Trump 
ally to face charges in the 
investigation by Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller. 


NC sets 
example 


for both 
sides 


BY BRIAN MURPHY 
bmurphy@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans and Democrats, 
split over the tax changes mov- 
ing through Congress, agree on 
one thing: If you want to see the 
potential impact of the plan, look 
to North Carolina. 

They just have very different 
perceptions of what effect North 
Carolina’s tax reform and cuts - 
implemented over the last six 
years - have had on the state. 

“We have to do for the nation 
what we did for North Carolina 
because it worked,” said Sen. 
Thom Tillis, who served as speak- 
er of the North Carolina House 
from 2011 to 2014 and oversaw 
the tax reform legislation. 

He said the reforms, which 
included large cuts to the corpo- 
rate and individual tax rates, a 
doubling of the standard deduc- 
tion and a broadening of the 
sales tax base, turned the state’s 
economy from “one of the worst 
performing to one of the best.” 
Republicans captured the state- 
house in the 2010 elections and 
have held control since, using 
their majority to implement 
regulatory and tax reform. 

North Carolina now ranks as 
No. 11 in the Tax Foundation’s 
State Business Tax Climate in- 
dex, higher than its neighboring 
states and far higher than its 
2014 rank of No. 41. The list 
tends to reward states for keep- 
ing tax rates low. 

North Carolina Democrats and 
liberal groups, however, have 
highlighted what they see as 
unfortunate similarities between 
the state plan and the national 
one being considered: tax cuts 
for the wealthy and corporations, 
and tax increases, through the 
elimination of deductions, on the 
poor and working class. Experts 
who analyzed the plan awaiting a 
U.S. Senate vote have found that 
it would help many lower- and 
middle-class households in the 
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BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

The Wake County school 
system has rejected the Free- 
dom From Religion Founda- 
tion’s request to bar schools 
from participating in a Nativity 
event at a Raleigh church, a 
year after bowing to the 
group’s request at an Apex 
church. 

Nine Wake school choirs 
and orchestras are performing 
at the Raleigh Community 
Christmas Celebration that 
runs through Saturday at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints in Raleigh. The 
event includes singing of 
Christmas carols and the dis- 
play of Nativity scenes de- 
picting the birth of Jesus. 

The Freedom From Religion 
Foundation argues that the 
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Michael Collier, 17, Leesville Road High School 


Capital Pride Singers 


school performances at the 
event are unconstitutional 
because it violates separation 
of church and state. The 
group’s complaint last year 
prompted Wake to prohibit 
schools from participating in 
the Apex Christmas Nativity 
Celebration sponsored by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints in Apex. 

But schools are allowed to 
participate in this year’s event 
at the Raleigh church because 
it is not so overtly religious as 


the Apex event, said Wake 
schools spokesman Tim Sim- 
mons. He cited a YouTube 
video of the Apex event where 
a church official makes state- 
ments such as how the event 
“represents a wonderful op- 
portunity for you to bear testi- 
mony of Christ to your 
friends.” 

“These are all case-by-case 
decisions.” Simmons said. “It’s 
the Establishment Clause. 
Yov’re taking criteria and 
applying it to each situation.” 


Wake rejects request to prohibit 
students’ Nativity performances 
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The Sanderson High School Choir performs Thursday at the Raleigh Community Christmas Celebration at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Raleigh. School groups were barred from participating in a Nativity event in Apex after a complaint last year. 


Wake still doesn’t let school 
groups participate at the Apex 
Nativity event, although stu- 
dents can perform on their 
own. 

“We most assuredly have 
not used these events to prose- 
lyte to the public,” David 
Creech, a spokesman for the 
Apex stake of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, said in an email Friday. 
“While we are obviously dis- 
appointed in WCPSS’s stance 
on not allowing their music 
groups to perform in Apex, we 
welcome any and all to come 
and celebrate the Christmas 
season with us. 

“These events were created 
to unite our neighborhoods 
and communities, not divide 
them.” 

Patrick Elliott, senior coun- 
sel for the Wisconsin-based 
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